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To allow researchers in the early
postdoctoral phase to pursue their
own project at a host institute of their
choice in order to prepare for the for
the next stages of their (research) 
careers. Mobility and career support
are key elements of this programme.

Objective

The Walter Benjamin Programme is geared explicitely to
postdoctoral researchers right or shortly after completing
their PhD who aim at developing their research profile. There
is no formal age limit for submitting proposals. Periods of
family responsibilities are taken into account in the review
process.

Applicant requirements

PhD

Formal eligibility requirements

It is important that applicants select a 
host institution that presents the best 
setting for their research idea. The 
host institute needs to provide the 
grantees with working space and any 
additionally required project costs. In 
Germany, a statement from a 
researcher from the future host 
institution is needed outlining the 
way in which support for career 
advancement is provided.

The host institution

Where?

How
long?

How
much?

• In Germany or abroad
• Option to combine stays at

different places

Two years

• Abroad: fellowship 1,750 
€/month + foreign allowance 
+ cost of living allowance + 
child allowance (where 
applicable) 

• In Germany: position, as a 
rule TVöD/TV-L E13

• project costs allowance: 
250 €/month.
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Substantial international research 
experience, min. 2 and max. 4 years  
(Medicine: 6 years) of postdoctoral 
experience (+2 years per child).

Formal eligibility requirements

qÜÉ=bããó=kçÉíÜÉêJmêçÖê~ããÉ
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To provide early-career researchers 
with the opportunity to rapidly qualify 
for a professorial appointment or 
other scientific management position 
by leading an independent junior 
research group.

Objective

Previous scientific track record, outstanding publications in 
high-ranking international journals or comparable.

Applicant requirements

Excellent research project.

Proposal requirements

Where?

How
long?

How
much?

• At a German university or 
research institute

• Host research institute becomes 
the employer

Six years

Position (TVöD/TV-L E15) 
and funding for
+ consumables
+ personnel
+ travel costs

Humanities and Social 
Sciences Life Sciences

Natural Sciences Engineering
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Fellowship – Position – Professorship
Flexible transfer within the programme possible 
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* Host institute must establish permanent professorship

A research project of internationally competitive scientific 
quality and originality and applicant’s potential for qualifying 
for university teaching. 

Proposal requirements

To provide outstanding researchers 
who fulfil the requirements for 
appointment to a long-term 
professorship with the opportunity to 
prepare for that position and to use 
the time to boost their scientific 
reputation by working on an 
advanced research topic at an 
institute of their choice.

Objective

Researchers of all disciplines who 
qualify for a professorship by holding 
a habilitation or equivalent 
qualification and have demonstrated 
excellence in their research 
achievements.

Formal eligibility requirements

Where?

How
long?

How
much?

• Fellowship: in Germany and/or abroad
• Position and Professorship*: 

in Germany

Five Years

• Fellowship: 4450 € 
(+ allowances) 

• Position: TVöD/TV-L E15 + 
flexible research funding

• Professorship: W2/W3

Humanities and Social 
Sciences Life Sciences

Natural Sciences Engineering
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Links and Resources

► b~êäó=Å~êÉÉê=ÑìåÇáåÖ=éêçÖê~ããÉë=~í=~=Öä~åÅÉW=
ïïïKÇÑÖKÇÉLêÉëÉ~êÅÜ|Å~êÉÉêë

► acd=Åçåí~ÅíëW=ïïïKÇÑÖKÇÉLÉåLÇÑÖ|éêçÑáäÉLÜÉ~Ç|çÑÑáÅÉ

► a~í~Ä~ëÉ=çÑ=ÅìêêÉåí=acdJÑìåÇÉÇ=êÉëÉ~êÅÜ=éêçàÉÅíëW=
ÖÉéêáëKÇÑÖKÇÉLÉå

► fåÑçêã~íáçå=çå=çîÉê=ORIMMM=dÉêã~å=êÉëÉ~êÅÜ=fåëíáíìíÉëW=
ïïïKÖÉêáíKçêÖLÉåL

Proposal and Review Process in the Individual Grants Programme

Any further questions? Send us an email: info-nachwuchs@dfg.de
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draft of funding recommendation

formality check

communication of funding recommendation

decision letter with reviewers’ 
comments

• assessment of reviewer selection
• proposal and review
• comparative merit and funding volume

Assessment
Review Board

reviewer selection

• project quality
• applicants’ qualifications
• aims and work programme
• working environment
• grant budget

Written review
Reviewers

Proposal

• cross-subject comparisonDecision
Joint Committee


